PERMEATES ACTIVITI

Those of us who have known D ScChweitzer personcily, of ore familiar with his
phicsophy of ‘Reverance for Lte” iom his wiltings, have o ask ourseives: "How do we
cliow this phicscphy 10 pameate our ives and delermine our actions In our own
ckcumstonces today?”

Those who COme OC10ss the phrase for the fiest ime must wonder, 10 the exient 10
which ther commitments aliow them to tink about # deeply, what the Implcations
might be of 1aking 1hese words sedously.

As one 10 e toamer category. (hoving spent 6 montng working ot he
hospital of Ot n Lombarene, Gabon, In 1962/63 when the Docior wos 88
years okd), | am now in $earch of on answer 10 Ihat SIouUR's Quastion, and with that in
mammmwawmnc«\wmmw

| want in the caopacity of Charman of the Dr.Schweitzer's Hospiial Fund In Grea!
Biitain, which hod sent money 10 Anandwaon, via the Swiss “Nouvele
Plonéte’, during 1996 and 97. Now e Fund wonted 10 have a first hand account of
the projects we were supporting and Nouvelle Planéle cliowed me 1o join one of the
youth which they send cnnuclly 10 Ananawan (0s wall as 10 many othes

In © dozen diffecent countries ol over Me Saveloping worid).

Alll hod hecd ond 190d cbout Anandwan, Imprassve as it was, hod not prepared
me o the smpie naturcl, welcoming happiness which ights up he foces and shines
from 1he eyes of he inhabitants of this Community. Everyone, from the itle 5 yeor old
deat ond dumb gil to the 80 year oid one-amed wood carver, fiom the 30 yeor oid
cook who prepared ol our medls ond spoke but a few woeds of English 10 Dr. Vikos
Amte, on whose shoulkders rests the huge responsbiity of managing the well-fare of
e whole group of communities comprising 5000 pecple; everycne radiated this
quiet, seif-.confident warm welcome, both, on caal greeting cs wel s extended
contact, and not Gs any special efor but as Nommal. nahual behavicut, seeking no
recogntion of reCOMPanie, but ieely offered.

Whate might this inner confidence and genescsity come from, which was so evident
In every human contact? Which made you fotally forget that the owner of that foce,
of o yes, had no ingers, only one hand with short sfumps; of was stting on o
¥icycle which he was propeling by huming @ “pedal” with one hand and steernng with
the ofher, because both legs were missing from above he knees or 1hat this peetty
young face with long block hak belonged 10 & body with both fee! fwisted nlo
unrecognisoiie lumps.

Baba Amte, e father of Dr.Vikas and Dr Prakash, who now manoge the veniue,
has for B yeats Deen Iving on e shores of the river Narmaoda, preventing the Indian
Govemmeant from ciowning 85000 heciares of land and focest and dsplacing 300000
viloge and ¥bal foeest inhabionts with @ mega hydroalectric scheme. But it was he
who In 1951 stared this leper community with his wite Sodhanatal, and who based it
on the foundation of sef-suficloncy and faith. But a falth which says: “God brings no
ik 10 idie hands®, "Hoppinoss dies when It s not shared™ and “Love clone can
resumect a man in ageny”.

Early on In this venture, when pers were coming 10 join the new community fiom ol
drections, and Baba Armte hod no visibile means of housing and feeding the
NEWCOMEs, he Made O VoW NeVe! 1O 1ay 1O’ - Never Ium anyone away who come
10 him In need of care and help - and 1o ive In the conviction that the means woulkd
come with the need. And 50 It was: all- De- It that the means INvoived his o'wn mos!
shrenuous and continuos work as well as that of his companions and patents.

When Baba Ambe left for the Nammoda rives, he exocied 1hat some vow Hom his son
Vikas and thus 1he veniure has continued 1o grow, 50 1hat now It has 3 main centres
and 8 sub centres speecd over On O1ed of some 300km In dlomeer. Untl 2 years 0go
the communites were self-sufficiant needing 10 buy In only specicised INgrecients
and oble to pay for these with ecnings from the products of thel many workshops.
And they hod not only achieved self-suficiancy, but these conwalescing and cured
lepers, 1o fiom relying on chority are giving bock 1o the wider communiy by
feoching bind, ceaf and dumb chikken and riaining odoiescents in o varety of
crofts and workshop skills,

Andolhbbvmomo-oomc famrming memods: recyciing wasie 10 produce
methane for cooking and compost. using bulding techniques thot use 1el-mode
earth brcks, an absolute minkmum of Impored materal and virtually no timber;
OPeraing extensive iree panting and 1e-foresialion PIOGEaMMes Iaking e 1o
encoutoge ofl forms of wikife and creating $0ecial Bird SoNCIuCnes.

Thek strictly vegeianan ciet 1eleves them of the need 1o kil animal e for food, and
Mok respact for wiki ife ks evident In every aspect of thelr daly ives as compiatoly
nomal behaviour. When S huge snalls furmned up one moming on the verandaoh
outside my 1oom, It did not occur 10 anyone 10 dsthurd them in any way.. The ants
which 1oam around on the flocr and on windowslls are allowed 10 o freely cbout
ek business. Tha! the animals have equal rights with humans and Moor vehickss on
all 10008 I8 of coutse eviden! Moughout Cenircl GG, Acion needs occcasionaly 10
beé 1aken Ogains! MOsquitoes but even that is kep! 10 & minimum by using low ights
uNkess OMerwse essental

In spite of ienguoge aificulties, cudural differences. and health problems, the smies
and e ight in our host's 9yes were Infectious. The group that left Geneva was not
he some group that retumed. We had witnessed a community for which "Reverence
for Life* was not only a deep foundation, but was evident in all ifs actions, aims and
nomal day o day relafionships. And we had experenced e innes sirengh,
confidence and love of e this tindied In B paricipants in the face of seemingly
Insurmouniabie handicops and dificulties.

Bt Anondwan is threatenad fiom many drechions. These is coal below the srface of
her land, which the Govemment wanis 10 extract. The proximity of newly icenced
BQuor s10Mes § Causing concem 1o el ranqull and hoed working environment.

I have mentioned that it was seif- sufficient two years ogo. The lock of rainfall during
the last fw'o years has sedously affected her food peoauction foscing them o buy In
nce and other stapie foods 10 suppiement ther own output which before had
provided a surpius. Many organisations in Eurcpe as wel as Incia have helped
Anandwan by proviking donations 1o specic peojects 10 expand the scope of
GCivites and IMpiove Iving Conations over and above ther basic self sufficlency ot
G very frugol level of exislence.

Bt now 03 O tesull of Cimatic change, for which the Inaustricaiised worlkd s lagely
responsbie, this basic seif suficiency & threatened and Dr. Vikas main concesn hos 1o
e for the daly housekeeping budget of his 8000 strong community. The expansion of
thar ogricuural acivities, rather than further projects to Improve sockal and
educational fociities has to be a prdoeity, however ciose the latter may be to Dr.Vikas'
heart

That such a community can exii! In he mids! of an hdia tomenied by poverty,
comuption and religious sitfe and subject 10 the resistivle pressures of the
rampant and unconirolied commencial expioiiation, h s ravoging the giobe, s G
wonder ndeed! What greater hope and encowogement for the fulure for ol of us
could there De than 10 know of this Anandwan where the mpications of ‘Reverance
for Lke” have becoma fully integrated into the dally octhvities of its nhabliants, inspite
of ther many handicaps.
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